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Page—Three

MAYOR'S PARLOUR
SOUTHPORT
August, 1955.

| was delighted to learn that Southport has again been
favoured with a visit of your Annual Convention, particularly
in view of the very happy memories by my Council of your
previous visits, and it is my privilege to extend to all delegates
and their friends a very cordial welcome to our beautiful

town,

It will be our endeavour to afford you every possible
assistance at the time of your visit. | sincerely trust that all
your meetings and other functions will be crowned with
success, and that all who visit the town in connection with
the Convention will have a thoroughly enjoyable time.

- A S

Mayor.
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THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Returning to Southport, we feel so much at home and
recalling the very successful Conventions we held there in
1939 and 1949, we know that we shall have another wonderful
time.

The great thing about a British Ring Convention, above
all else, is its atmosphere. So real and yet intangible, it
arises from the welcome we receive from the Civic authorities
and Hotel, our delight at meeting old and new friends and
our pleasure in seeing magic and yet more magic, at all hours
of the day and night.

I welcome you to this Convention with the sincere hope
that everyone of you will have a good time. Remembering
that every member is a colleague sharing a common interest
in magic, please join in and enjoy the very many events that
have been prepared for your interest and entertainment.

Especially do | welcome those attending their first
Convention — an experience never to be forgotten. | hope
to have the pleasure of meeting you all personally.

On your behalf, and mine, my thanks go to the Mayor,
the Civic authorities and Hotel for their kindness and hos-
pitality and also to the Convention Committee and all others
who have done so much in the organising of the Convention
and making it the success | know that it will be.

GEOFFREY ROBINSON.

GEOFFREY ROBINSON




MESSAGE FROM
THE INTERNATIONAL PRESIDENT

It is a privilege and pleasure, as the International
President of the International Brotherhood of Magicians, to
address this letter to our large and active British Ring.

With this message goes Greetings from the officers and
directors of our great Brotherhood, and its individual Rings
throughout the World, to Ring 25, and our magical wishes
that your 19th annual convention at Southport may enjoy a
record attendance, ideal weather, perfect fellowship and the
best of Magic throughout its program.

Rest assured that distance and press of business alone
prevent my being with you in person, but | am hopeful that
another time | may have the pleasure of attending your
conclave.

In the meantime, may | extend to your membership a
cordial invitation to be present at the |.B.M's convention in
June, 1956, in Miami, Florida ?

Sincerely and fraternally yours,

CHAS. A, ROSSKAM

International President.

CHAS. A. ROSSKAM
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Whilst o perusal of the history of Ring 25 (The British Ring) of
the International Brotherhood of  Magicians, reveals the fact that
Cheltenham, Nerthamptron, Buxton and Bowrnemouth have each accom-
modated two of the Annunal Conventions, it is Southport. the 1955 venue.

which has pride of place by catering for onr magical needs, a thivd time.

We know that by the co-operation we have so readily received trom
His Worshipful the Mayor and his Civie helpers that we are assured
once again of an hospitable welcome and that the stage is all set for a
happy and most successful Convention,

The old stager looking back at the earlier Conventions will he well
aware of the change that has come about during the post war stage of
the British Ring's growth.  He can hark back to the first Southport
Convention when the membership was less than three hundred. At the
same time he will recall with nostalgia many of the things he saw. In
his mind's eye he will see again that great stalwart of the LB
OSSIE RAE performing PP, T, Selbit’s version of the *Sawing Through’
at the Gala Show, which as it will be this year. was presented at
Southport’s Floral Hall.  Another memory will be that of the Shield
winning act of PAUL DUCAINI (Sid, Smith) in which smooth card and
coin manipulation went to the making of a delichtful silent sophisti-
cated act.

To-day with a membership of more than eight hundred the overall
size and attractions have grown so that one unused to these things and
making his first appearance as a conventioneer finds a mammoth non-
stop programme in which good friendship is allied to the best interests
of magic. For this end this year's Convention Committee have laboured
with the thought in mind that this Convention shall go one better than
is predecessors. Though the programme which follows this little preface
details the many events, let us see if we can suwmmarise them and at the
same time make a point or two regarding their content.

Commencing on the afternoon of Wednesday the 14th September. so
much will be crowded into the space of a few hours.  An outside public-
ity stunt by that famouns TV, magician, DAVID BERGLAS is soon
followed by the official opening of the Convention by this vear's Presi-
dent, GEOFIFREY ROBINSON. With this important ceremony over.
an entertainment most appropriate to the occasion will be given.
Entitled ‘Magic of the North', OSCAR PAULSON, Past President and
great Ring stalwart has arranged and will present a cavaleade of magic
in which Northern members will take part

The same evening will see a novelty Café International™ . This
it is hoped will serve the dual purpose of providing Ringers with a
most novel entertaining evening in a continental setting and allowing
evory chance for getting together and reminiscing.  Those who were
present at the Christmas Party last vear will find this a similar type
of entertaimment but on a more elaborate scale

After the business meeting on Thursday morning, a great novelty
is in store. for throngh the good offices of great American Conven-
tioneer, MYSTIC CRATG, there will be a showing of one of UL 19, (Gen)
GRANT'S magical educational films.  In this filhn, Grant will show some
delightfully new tricks of his own and then explain how they arve per-
formed.  As o necessary supplement a booklet containing full details
of the lectire and the methods employed will be available at a most
reasonable cost.

After Lunch we shall see o demonstration by owr friends the
Dealers. This we always feel is one of the high spots of any Convention.
and its value to the ruval member is priceless. for it allows him a chance
of seeing a great deal of new magic. details of which, in the normal way
hie would only be able to visualise through advertisements.

Thursday evening we shall be enterteined in the Floral Hall by
His Worshipful the Mayor at a Civie Reception.  After the formal
presentation of members, there will be dancing, cabaret and the good
company of one's fellow magicians.  Then comes the Dawn.

I'riday the day of the Shield Competition will sce all of us watch-
ing the competitors, who under the acgis of Oscar Paulson have been
handed together. and drawn for place of appearance.  Fach according
to his ability and inventiveness will do his best to achieve the honour
of winning the first award and thus carn a place in the Gala show of
the following year. Al our thoughts will o out towards them willing
them to give of their hest on this nerve shattering oceasion.,

Friday evening.  The Convention Banquet. which this yvear sces an
innovation for after the conclusion of the meal and its formalities
the diners will proceed to another hall for the after banquet show
which has been devised by WILFRED TYLER and takes the form of a
series of Magic Ronnd the World.  This presentation will be given on
the stage in the Cambridge Hall, adjacent to the Headguarters Hotel
where adequate seating will ensure comfort and casy viewing.

Saturday brings the Children’s show and the Gala show, the latter
as on the occasion of the previous convention having a matinee and an
evening performance.  The hard work that goes into the production of
an international bill is undertaken by the Secretary BILL STICKLAND,
and only his knowledge and friendship with magicians throughout the
world makes the building of a truly international bill possible.  With
us this year are SUZY WANDAS from Belginm who is one of the great-
est magical show-women in the world: PAUL ARLAND. whose magical
act with live fish is something that lives in one’s memory: RENE
SEPTEMBRE and his charming partner, a great French artiste who
specialises in first rate magic  with  livestock: ALBERT LIE BAS
and partner from  Treland and  Austealia's own  magicienne  ESME
LEVANTE. Our National contribution will include T.V'< own magic
man, DAVID BERGLAS: HARRY CORBETT with his famons T.V.




puppet. SOOTY . THE FABULOUS JUNE, another TV, favourite
who will act as commere: PERCY PRESS: RAM DAS & KIM and
DERRICK SPEIGHT, the winner of the British Ring Shield in 1954,

Many say that the success of a British Ring Convention hinges
on the standard set in the Gala show.  With the list of artistes we have
mentioned we feel that the hall-mark of suecess has already been affixed.

Midnight on Saturday will see the NEW ERA COMPANY's 1955
demonstrations. Those on their first visit to a British Ring Convention
will in these performances find something that has no counterpart else-
where.

On both Saturday and Sunday lecture sessions will take place.
There will be FRANCIS HAXTON to talk on and demonstrate card
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magic whilst LEWIS GANSON will treat his listeners to a talk and
demonstration covering a wide field of practical items free from con-
ventional apparatus, PERCY PRESS will rush from the Gala show to
vive a talk and demonstration interesting to magician and layman alike.
ntitled “Those were the Days'. Perey will vividly recall some earlier
oxperiences of s life as a itinerant magician.

At mid-day on Sunday the installation of the new President, KDDIE
DEXTER will come as a fitting climax. especially as Eddie is a resident
of Southport.  Then will come the handshakings, those ‘Here's to the
next time” and a vast army of magical workers will take their leave of
Southport looking forward to the twentieth Convention in 1956,
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The Men Who Make Things Tick

H. J. ATKINS

W. G. STICKLAND Hon. Treasurer and
Hon. Secretary Assistant Hon. Secretary



Page— Nine

GEORGE BLAKE EDWARD G. LOVE JACK POTTER

BOBBY VOLTAIRE
Hon. Editor ‘‘The Budget'’ PETER WARLOCK ERIC WILLIAMS
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FRANCIS HAXTON BILL WEST
Hon. Librarian

DONALD CROMBIE
Hon. Solicitor

OSWALD RAE TOM HARRIS WILFRED TYLER
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FREDDI!E CARTER
Hon. Auditor

EDDIE DEXTER
Welfare Officer

ROBERT JOHNSON PAUL GRAHAM
Publicity Officer Convention Committee
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Our Overseas Visitors

CHARLES WICKS HENK VERMEYDEN H, M. YAKIL
Australia Holland India

SUZY WANDAS MYSTIC CRAIG
Belgium U.S.A.
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CONVENTION ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONVENTION HEADQUARTERS — PRINCE OF WALES HOTEL

The events will be announced on the fixture boards at
the Registration Office, Convention H.Q. and a blackboard
will be provided for any alterations or special announcements.

We have official Convention hosts on duty (distinguished
by ‘Ask Me' rosettes) and they are particularly anxious to assist
newcomers to conventions, who should make themselves
known to the hosts with a view to introductions being
effected. The Stewards too (a list appears on page 24) will
be very happy to give information regarding any events.

The Official Photographers for the Convention are:

THE REGISTRATION DESKS will be open in the
headquarters throughout the convention. There are two
desks, one for the delegates who have previously registered,
the other for registrants at the convention.

Please wear your Convention badge which shows all
delegates your name, and the rule ‘“Admission only by
badge' will be strictly enforced for convention events.

VAN de WYNT STUDIO GROUP — KING, 59a, Station Road, Southport.
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WEDNESDAY, September 14th
12 Noon

Sensational Outdoor Attraction

THE INTERNATIONAL BROTHERHOOD OF MAGICIANS BRITISH RING

present

DAVID BERGLAS

RADIO AND TV’'s MAN OF MAGIC

— N —

‘Thoughits Out of Space’

a telepathic experiment in a new dimension — with the gracious co-operation of The Worshipful the Mayor of Southport,
Councillor A. E. Townend, |.P. — at twelve noon on Wednesday, 14th September on the foreshore flying ground at the
corner of Marine Drive and Esplanade.

2-30 p.m.—in the Ballroom of the Prince of Wales Hotel

Official Opening by the President

GEOFFREY ROBINSON, Esq.

The Worshipful the Mayor of Southport, Councillor A. E. Townend, |.P., will be present.
and will extend an official welcome to the delegates.



WEDNESDAY, September 14th

At 3-30 p.m. in the Ballroom of Prince of Wales Hotel

“Magic of the North”

Arranged by Oscar Paulson

BOB LAWRENCE
(York) with his Box of Tricks

GEOFF. GREGSON

(Preston) Magic of the Canes

HAROLD G. BEAUMONT

(Huddersfield) Superior Sorcery

JOE MARSH
(Manchester) Joyful Juggling

Stage Managers:
Austin Mitchell and Charles Haisman

(Liverpool)

SELANCE

(Southport) A Master of the Incredible

GEORGE BLAKE
(Leeds) in Magical Originalities

FRED LOWE

(Liverpool)  Gilly, gaily

THE AMAZING
FRANK BAUMFORTH

(Sheffield) [Illusionist of Distinction

OSCAR PAULSON
WILL INTRODUCE THE ARTISTES

Yage—Iifteen
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Sixteen

WEDNESDAY, September 14th — in the Ballroom, Prince of Wales Hotel

Peter Warlock presents

CAFE INTERNATIONAL

An evening interlude with a continental flavour
815 pm. — 11 p.m.

W& MAGIC on Your Table Top ..
given by Francis Haxton and His Friends

THE CAN CAN
CAB i
ARET with an lnfernah'onal Flavour

ZINGAREE

MUSIC
SpOTLIGHT o

n our Overseas Visitors

Your Master of Ceremonies
BOBBY VOLTAIRE
The Can Can Girls appear by the courtesy of the

Southport Musical Society under the direction . . )
of the ““.June School of Dancing'. Marle Phllpott S Orchesfl’a



THURSDAY, 15th September

At 10 a.m. prompt —in the Ballroom, Prince of Wales Hotel

Annual General Meeting
and Election of Officers

Members only admitted

Chairman — Geoffrey Robinson, Esq.

NOTE—Printed agenda will be handed to each member, and voting papers must

be left at the Reception Desk not later than Wednesday, 14th September.

THE HARRY KAYE MEMORIAL ALBUM

This album will be on view at the Registration Desk and all

members and visitors are invited to record their names in it.
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THURSDAY, 15th September
At 11-45 in the Ballroom, Prince of Wales Hotel

FOR THE FIRST TIME IN THIS COUNTRY!

TWO SHOWINGS OF THE UNIQUE

U. F. (GEN) GRANT FILM LECTURE

“MAGIC MADE EASY”

By courtesy of U. F. GRANT and MYSTIC CRAIG, to whom our thanks are extended.

New Tricks %  Tricks you can do % Shown as you've never seen them before

Booklets giving a further commentary on the tricks explained will be on sale during the interval.

Also the first presentation of

“AT HIS FINGERTIPS”

Charles Wicks' Colour Film of Geoffrey Buckingham's Grand Prix Act.



S

THURSDAY, 15th September

At 2-30 in the Ballroom of the Prince of Wales Hotel

GRAND DEALERS" DEMONSTRATION

THIS IS THE ORDER OF APPEARANCE DECIDED BY BALLOT :

SCOTTISH MAGIC STUDIO
SUPREME MAGIC

L. DAVENPORT & CO.

MAGICAL EXCHANGE SERVICE

MAX ANDREWS (Vampire Magic)
UNIQUE MAGIC STUDIO (Harry Stanley)
KHARDUNI

THEATRICAL SUPPLIES

JACK HUGHES

GIL LEANEY

Page
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THE GRAND DEALERS' EXHIBITION

open Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday

WHERE YOU

THE COLE ROOM—
DAVENPORT & CO.

THE ASSEMBLY ROOM—

KEN BROOKE

SUPREME MAGIC
THEATRICAL SUPPLIES

MAX ANDREWS

MAGICAL EXCHANCE SERVICE

WILL FIND THEM:—

THE GREEN ROOM—

OSCAR OSWALD

JACK HUGHES

GEORCE ARMSTRONG (Magic Wand Publishine -
GIL LEANEY

GEORCE JENNESS

ANNEX TO THE GREEN ROOM—
KHARDUNI
HARRY STANLEY
SCOTTISH MAGIC STUDIO

Each year dealers go to considerable expense to present their exhibitions at the British
Ring Convention, and your attention to their demonstrations is welcomed. All are
eager to show you their "latest’” and many exclusives will be on show for the first
time. Take this opportunity of making a full round of the dealers.  You will not regret
it. One of the most important features is the Dealers’ Trophy preseanted by MYSTIC
CRAIG for the MOST ATTRACTIVE STAND, and this will be awarded during the

convention. It is held for one year.

By kind permission of Messrs. Broadbents (Southport) Ltd.

JUDGING FOR THE CRAIGC CUP WILL BE AT 9-30 a.m. THURSDAY
by G. A. HOBSON, Esq., their Display Manager

Present Cup Ho'ders—Messrs. L. Davenport & Co.

MYSTIC

CRAIG
with the Dealers' Trophy

WHO WIiLL WIN IT THIS YEAR?
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THURSDAY, 15th SEPTEMBER at 8 p.m.
AT THE FLORAL HALL, SOUTHPORT

Civic Reception

By invitation of The Worshipful the Mayor of Southport,

Councillor A. E. Townend, |.P., and Corporation

in the RECEPTION
a r an ayoress O S u or
FLORAL HALL — PROMENADE Cou:ZiI—IroP:eAMEYOTownden[\g,ﬁ.PA andfi\/l(r)s_f'lrllzw:{end.
SOUTHPORT Dancing until 1T a.m. (Evening Dress Requasted)
(Lakeside Entrance) REFRESHMENTS
Cabaret:— GRAHAM ADARMS VERCOE (Comedy cyclist, assisted by VERA)

Entrance only by Official Tickets which will be issued with

the Convention Programme.
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FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 16th

Commencing 1-45 p.m. prompt — in the CAMBRIDGE HALL

OSCAR PAULSON again introduces

The Competition for
The British Ring Shield

List of entrants and order of appearance :—

BRIAN LE SLIE, Harrogate.
MARZINNI, Reading.

WALDIN, Northwich.

JOHN BLUNT and NAN, West Ewell.
TERRY VINCENT, Manchester.

JOY, Fenay Bridge

THE DIABLOS, Cardiff.

FRANK LAND), Scarborough.

FRANK RICHMOND, Blaydon-on-Tyne.
ARTURO, Hull.

ROY DYSON, Birkdale

MONTE VESUVIUS, Sydney, Australia.
13. JOHN TODD and JILL, Stockport.

14. S K. CHAPMAN, Sheffield.

15. DEVOLYN and IRENE, Birmingham.
16. MARJORIE WADDELL, Beenham.

17. HUBERT ROWLANDS, Lewes.

18. DENNIS CARDNER, Nottingham.

19. RITA, Reading.

20. SILKANO, Cheadle.

21. CLAUDE PERRY, Linton.

22. TRIXIE QUEEN, Manchester.

23. GEOFFREY CRECSON, Preston.

24. CHARLIE SPRATT, Prudhoz-on-Tyne.
25. LOUIS HISTED, London.

26. HAROLD G. BEAUMONT, Huddersfield
27. JOHN HAYWARD, Cloucester

N—O0R~-LOVIAWN ~

Musical Director: CHARLES HAISMAN
Competitors should contact him,
Time Keeper: JACK POTTER
Stage Manager: PAUL CRAHAM

IMPORTANT: Allowing TEN minutes for each turn, com-
petitors should work out approximate time of appearance
and report to the Stage Manager half an hour before time
due.

For the guidance of competitors a red light will be flashed
after nine minutes. See conditions overleaf.



Conditions Relating To Performance in
the British Ring
(International Brotherhood of Magicians)
Annual Competitions

These competitions shall be open to all paid up members of Ring 25

THE BRITISH RING.

There shall be three main awards as follows:

1. THE BRITISH RING SHIELD and Cash Prize £10.
This will be awarded for the presentation of the most entertaining
magical act and is held for one year.

2. THE CONVENTIONEERS' TROPHY

For greatest originality shown either in effect. method or
presentation and is held for one year.

3. THE CRAIG TROPHY
IFor the best performance by a lady magician and is held for one
vear.

n addition there are the
I ldit tl tl

THEO SPEAKER CUP and Cash Prize £5 for runner up.

To be held for one vear.

THIRD PRIZE £3.

No bar is placed upon the number of awards that can be obtained
by a successful competitor and thus a male winner of the British Ring
Shield, could, having presented the most entertaining and at the same
time most original act, qualify for two awards.

In the same manner a lady competitor equally successful would be
entitled to all three awards.

The length of the act submitted by each competitor should not exceed
ten minutes playing time, and to assist him or her. a warning light will
be flashed at the end of nine minutes. Any competitor exceeding a time
of ten and a half minutes will be automatically disqualified and such
disqualification will be announced from the stage immediately before the
appearance of the next competitor.

The judges would consist of five members of the Ring. the local
entertainments manager and the editor of the local paper. This composi-
tion might have to be varied according to location. There would be an
nmpire, a senior official of the Ring, who would have complete powers to
accept or reject the judges decisions. If he rejected them, he would be
required to place his decision and reasons therefore before the Committee.

IFor additional guidance, the Instructions to Judges are appended.
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ANNUAL COMPETITIONS
INSTRUCTIONS TO THE JUDGES

There are three competitions which require your judgment.  The
first is for the major award. the BRITISH RING SHIELD.

This will be won by the act. which in your opinion constitutes the
most entertaining magical act.

In view of this the act should be considered from the point of view
of entertainment. lLmagine vou are seeing it in a concert, or dinner or
other show. either by itself or with a number of other acts of various
tvpes. Does it entertain vou*

The following points may assist vou in judeing:

A Consider general entertainment first—that is important—then, if
vou have several acts which vou consider equally entertaining give vour
attention to the following:—

B. Consider the entrance and exit of the performer, the stage setting
and condition of apparatus, his or her dress, deportment and elocution,
the nature of the tricks performed and the reaction of the audience. If
’hk‘ act |\ a \i]('“t one note 1]|(' ('[“('('1i\'l'||“\\ Uf l]l(' |||i”“'A

C. You will take into account magical ability. but as you are viewing
this from the layman’s angle of entertaimment with magic, vour judgment
must not be biassed by a display of advanced technical ability which
would only be apparent to a magician.

The points made above may help von decide. YOU ARE NOT
LOOKING FOR NEW TRICKS—and if a performer does old ones very
well in an ENTERTAINING MANNER — he deserves yvour marks.
Remember that a layvman may not have seen that vast repertoire of
tricks that yvou know so well.  Naturally the same remarks apply to
patter.

The SECOND AWARD is for ORIGINALITY, and is in the main,
the concern of those members of the panel who are magicians.

The merits necessary for this award are:—

1. Newness of effect. so far as is known.

2. A novel presentation employving twists on standard effects.

3. The entertainment value contained in such presentation or
effects.

L. An adequacy of mystery.

The THIRD AWARD is that given to the best lady performer.
This requires no further elucidation, the merits previously stated apply-
ing equally in this case.

So as to allow for any disparities in judegment which may arise yon
are asked to write down the names of what vou consider to be the best
four acts, adding. if these do not qualify in the first four places. the
performers entitled to the second and third awards.  Seal your paper in
the envelope provided and hand it to the Umpire.  PLIEASE DO NOT
DISCUSS YOUR DECISION WITH ANY OTHER MEMBER OF THE
JUDGING PANEL until you have all handed over your envelopes.
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STEWARDS

REGISTRATION ... Jeffery Atkins
BANGUIET costimnio sz 55 e o fuoeTobsbmmnsmsiiont 5 & & 5o aoddofics Francis Haxton
CLOSE UP & INFORMAL MACIC ............ Francis Haxton
SOUVENIR PROGRAMME ..................... Peter Warlock
DEALERS" EXHIBITION .ic...s66immsmaniiiissssses Eddie Dexter
TOMBOLA .......inimmmtinsises s smmmnsnnnss George Smallwood
CHILBREN'S PLAYTIME ::ssonswosssssssssusanms Wilfred Tyler
GALA SHOW . 505w Wm. G. Stickland & Jeffery Atkins
MAGIC ROUND THE WORLD .................. Wilfred Tyler
CHIEF STEWARD .ovvvervrinnsmmmmmennssssssns Norman Cliffe

RETURNINGC OFFICER .....

PUIBLIGITY oo e e v a s ovmmssi fm s o 5 5 m s coiosmasinncs oo o0 o 8 Bob Johnson
SHIELD COMPETITTION  otusasssssossmmmnnsnns s Oscar Paulson
GROUP PHOTOCGRAPH  viiviiiiimmmomnnansaesnis Tom Harris
CAFE INTERNATIONAL, 4:::s0usssmmasasesessoss Peter Warlock
GENERAL MEETING: sss:eisssommmusrsssssasss Norman Cliffe
LECTIURES :uisssnssmmomanusssosssneammsanssissass Peter Warlock
OUTSIDE ATTRACTIONS ..., Bob Johnson
GRANT FILM .o Mystic Craig

MAGIC FILMS and BUCKINGHAM FILM
Bill Woodford, Will Norman and Charles Wicks

................... Stanley Thomas

Delegates requiring information in respect of any of the above mentioned events should consult the

organising steward concerned. Those willing to assist as stewards should offer their services to
Norman Cliffe,

N.B.— Your Convention Badge admits you to all events excepting public shows and banquet.

. i
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SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 17th, 1955
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RAM DAS & KIM

PERCY PRESS

Presented by

THE INTERNATIONAL
BROTHERHOCD OF
MAGICIANS

THE FABULOUS JUNE
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PROGRAM!

STARS OF

INTRODUCED BY THE FABULOUS

The International Cabaret Star from B.B.C.. T.V., etc

1. OVERTURE
JIMMY LEACH and His ORCANOLIANS

2. THE MYSTIC MAIDS

(By courtesy of The Great Levante)

3. PERCY PRESS

“The Amusing Amazer”

4. RAM DAS & KIM

“Mysteries from India"”

5. SUZY WANDAS

Belgium's International Lady Manipulator {

6 The Popular T.V. Personality Teddy Bear

SOOTY with Harry Corbett

First appzarance in England
7. RENE SEPTEMBRE & Pariner

The Novel French Magician
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MAGIC

Programme under the direction of

i( G. STICKLAND & JEFFERY ATKINS

INTERMISSION
Entr'acte Music by |immy Leach and His Organolians

8. THE MYSTIC MAIDS

9. DERRICK SPEIGHT ESME LEVANTE
Winner of The British Ring Shield 1954

ALBERT LE BAS

DAVIDC BERGLAS

10. T.V. and Radio’s Man of Magic
DAVID BERGLAS

11. Ireland’'s Outstanding Magician

ALBERT LE BAS & Partner

with His Forty Tricks

| 12, PAUL ARLAND

{(Denmark) The Merry Angler
13, Australia’s Leading Illusionist
ESME LEVANTE & Company
Stage Management: PAUL GRAHAM
Front of House Manager: GEQORGCE HUNT




JIMMY LEACH and his ORGANOLIANS

DERRICK SPEIGHT
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FRIDAY, 16th September
GRAND

CONVENTION BANQUET

Friday, 16th September, 1955
at 7.0 p.m
at

The Prince of Wales Hotel

Southport

Chairman:
THE PRESIDENT — GEOFFREY ROBINSON, Esq.

MENU

Melon Frappé

Consommé Mikado

Créme Reine

Filet de Sole Mornay

Dindonneau R6ti Chipolata
Petits Pois Verts

Pommes Persillées et Croquettes

Savarin aux Fruits Chantilly

Café

TOAST LIST

THE QUEEN
Proposed by The President.

THE COUNTY BOROUCH OF SOUTHPORT
Proposed by A. Tear, Esq.
Response by The Worshipful the Mayor
of Southport,
Councillor A E. Townend, |.P.
THE BRITISH RING
Proposed by Peter Newcombe, Esq.,
Hon. Secretary, The Magic Circle.
Response by The President.
®

Toast Master — Paul Craham.
@

The novel miniature magic tables are the work of
and the generous gift of MYSTIC CRAIG of US.A.,
to whom our sincere thanks are extended.
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FRIDAY, 16th September
AFTER BANQUET SHOW 10 p.m. in CAMBRIDGE HALL

“Magic Round the World”

Provided he arrives in time COLIN WINDLE will act as your guide and look
after your interests on the journey. He hopes to make for TURKEY first of all where
JOHN HAYWARD wiil be ready with some of his “Turkish Delights”. Then to ARABIA,
where a stop will be made for you to enjoy the offering of KISMET. The receipt of a
cable makes it necessary to travel to ITALY as quickly as possible for a short introduction
to an Italian. Brutus? No ! BERNARDI PILKINGTON. Onward to SPAIN where
the June King Dancers will remind us of the beauty and colour in Spanish Dancing

CREAT BRITAIN is now awaiting us so that we can
look in at AL STRACK who will be obstructed by KEN
and MDD direct from their successful TV appearance at
the Battersea Dogs Home. A Stratosphere Cruiser whips
us across the Atlantic to visit TEXAS and hear GRAHAM
BAILEY in some of those delightful Hill Billy's so familiar.

Back in that plane again and we find ourselves in
deepest AFRICA to witness the tribal fire magic of the
Zulu Witch Doctor PHILIP WRIGHT . . . . provided we

can clear the jungle satisfactorily our final stage of the tour
is to CHINA where we shall be regaled by THIEN P’SU
(Billy Russell) with Magic of the Orient.

Tour organised by Wilfred Tyler, harmony provided by
the Orchestra under the direction of Marie Phiipott, with
Pau! Graham to see that all baggage and belongings
arrive safely. HILL BILLY WILLY
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The President and Committee most sincerely thank everyone for their support in their

Nineteenth Annual Convention at Southport and special appreciation is extended to:—

The Mayor and Corporaton of Southport, Harold Morton, Esq.,
Publicity Manager and other Corporation Officials.

Ceorge E. Rimmer, Esq., and Staff at the Floral Hall.
F. N. Bright, Esq. and Staff at Headquarters Hotel.

Tha Convention Committee, Messrs. Carter, Dexter, Graham,
Haxton, Tyler, Warlock and Stickland.

The Registration Officer (Jeffery Atkins)

Thz Artistes eppzaring on the public and private shows, and
stage directors, also David Berglas for Outside Stunt.

The Lecturers.

Peter Warlock for Souvenir Programme
The Stewards, and Lady Helpers.

The Press

George Smallwood and Helene Strachan for organising the
Tombo!a and all who contributed prizes for same.

Frank Baumforth for prizes.

Robert Johnson for publicity.

Messrs. Smedley and Eddie Dexter for gifts of Preserves

Norman Cliffe for stewarding arrangements.

The Magical workers at the tables in Cafe International :—
Jack Avis; George Blake; Harry Hickson; Tom Harris;
Charles Harrison; Francis Haxton; Stanley Orrel; John
Ramsay; Gus Southall; Peter Warlock ; His Honour Ernest
Wethered.

Alfred Gabriel for musical arrangements.

Charles Sowden of Central Printing Co. and his staff.

The Dealers for their co-operation.

Stanley Thomas, Recording Officer—Ballot for Officers.

VAN de WYNT Studio Group, for Group Photograph

Bill Woodford for loan of Film Projector.
U. F. Grant and Charles Wicks for loan of Films.

—and all those who have contributed by work in front and
behind the scenes to the success of our

NINETEENTH ANNUAL CONVENTION
Thank you, indeed
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LECTURE

SESSIONS

arranged by and under the chairmanship of
PETER WARLOCK
in the Balroom — Prince of Wales Hotel

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 16th at 10-15 a.m.
FRANCIS HAXTON

““CARD MAGIC MY WAY”

Known for his smoothness of presentation. Francis Haxton is
a card specialist.  His way of performing card tricks is one
free from any suggestion of card juggling. Easy assurance
coupled with easily understood plots is the formula of his
success.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 17th at 2-30 p.m.
LEWIS GANSON

“TAKE A TRICK”

This distinguished author and magician will need no introduc-

tion to Ringers.

His admiring circle of those who have read

his noteworthy books and monthly writings in Harry Stanley's

“Cen' must extend to all quarters of the world.

Here are

practical magic effects at their best,

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 17th at 4 p.m.
PERCY PRESS

"“THOSE WERE THE DAYS”

Here is a lecture demonstration that is unique. Percy Press
started the hard way by becoming an itinerant magician. In
recounting his experiences in those far off days there is a
quality of interest that will leave you asking for more. The
demonstration, which follows the talk, is designed to show
the ability of the itinerant magician with conditions under
which he works
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AUTOCRAPHS
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SATURDAY, September 17th At 10-30 a.m. in the CAMBRIDGE HALL
WILFRED TYLER invites you to

e 0% % % 0% 0% o% o% o% % 0% o%0 o% <% o*.
XXX I I I XXX I XXX

Chilldren’s
Playtime

RO
DCOCEXEXEXEXS
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*

PROGRAMME

1. OVERTURE

2. THE MAVIS LEE JUVENILES

3. STANLEY THOMAS (of London)
A Turn with a Trick in it.

4. ARTHUR LEO (of Leeds). “Those Magic Chalks".
5. UNCLE TOMMY and AUNTY PHYLLIS

(Tommy and Phyl Rowe of Swindon)
present their Magic Books.

— INTERVAL — ARTHUR LEO
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6. THE MAVIS LEE JUVENILES

7. THE WALLABYS (from Australia)
Those Hilly Billy Boys

8. MASKO (John R. Askew of Birmingham)
“Just Fooling".

9. WILL NORMAN (of Leicester) The juggling Funster.

10. DPEVOLYN and IRENE (of Birmingham)
“Phantasy in Feather"

Arranged and presented by ............... WILFRED TYLER

Stage Managar .. ........ ... ... .. PAUL CRAHAM

House Manager .............................. NORMAN CLIFFE

Wardrobe Mistress .................. MARJORIE ROBINSON
DEVOLYN and IRENE *

WILL NORMAN

STANLEY THOMAS PHYLLIS and TOMMY ROWE
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SATURDAY AT MIDNIGHT

MAGIC FILMS

presented by
BiLL WOODFORD, WILL NORMAN and CHARLES WICKS

SATURDAY AT MIDNIGHT

THE
NEW ERA COMPANY

— present —

their unequalled Demonstration of tricks
that will be

“ON THE MARKET
SOON"™

*

There will be a collection for the Ring Benevo'ent Fund and
performances will be given at 12, 12.30, 1 and 1.30 a.m.
Come early and be disappointed.

Friday, September 16th at 5 p.m.

HOSPITAL SHOWS

CHILDREN'S CONVALESCENT HOME
Hawkeshead Street, Southport

SOUTHPORT INFIRMARY
(Children’s Ward)

*

Magicians :—

GEORGE STUART MO HOWARTH

CYRO

SUPPORT THE . . .

GIANT TOMBOLA

Arrangad by
GEORGE SMALLWOOD and HELENE STRACHAN

*

Total Proceeds for the Benevolent Fund




SUNDAY, 18th September

At 11-30 a.m. in the Bailroom of Prince of Wales Hotel

COCKTAIL PARTY

* ATTRACTIONS *

12-30 p.m.

Installation of New President
(Eddie Dexter)

CLOSE OF CONVENTION
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Bill & Poppy
STICKLAND

LOOK FORWARD TO MEETING MANY
OLD AND NEW FRIENDS
AND TO SPENDING A HAPPY
TIME WITH THEM

AT SOUTHPORT

A special welcome to all Overseas Visitors

"THE WAND,"
FERNDOWN, DORSET.

TO ALL
SICK BRETHREN . . .

“HERE’S WISHING YOU WELL AGAIN "

is the Toast of all your Fellow Ringers:_

coupled with those of your

WELFARE SECTION

Members are earnestly requested to advise The Ring's Welfare
Officer, Mr. Eddie Dexter, 14 Derwent Avenue, Southport,

Lancs., of any Sick Ringers.

Or your nearest Liaison Welfare Officer—

See Membership Books.
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Greetings to the British Ring and Best
Wishes for a Successful Convention

from

THE INTERNATIONAL BROTHERHOOD OF MAGICIANS

CHAS. A. ROSSKAM .........

CHAUNCEY M. SHERIDAN

JULIEN V. BOEHM ............
Dr. A L BALDWIN ..........
Mrs. HAZEL M. KROCK ......

ALMIN L, PLOUGH sevsicsonns

International Secretary

International Treasurer and
Executive Secretary

Editor “'Linking Ring"

International Vice President for Britain:

WM. C. STICKLAND
from whom |.B.M. forms can be obtained.

Territorial Officer for England:
HERBERT |J. COLLINGS

JOIN THE 1.B.M. AND RECEIVE THE EXCELLENT " LINKING RING " MONTHLY

First year's subscription — £2.16.0

Subsequent years — £2.2.0
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BRINGING
GREETINGS
FROM
AUSTRALIA

. and hoping to meet ali my friends,

and make many new ones

in Southport

CHARLES WICKS

Territorial Representative of Australia |.B.M.

MELBOURNE,
AUSTRALIA.

Dr. and Mrs.
ZINA BENNETT

of DETRCIT, U.S.A.

EXTEND HEARTY GREETINGS TO ALL

THEIR FELLOW RINGERS

EDNA AND | WILL BE WITH YOU ALL
ACAIN IN 1956 — PLEASE GOD




MARJORIE & GEOFFREY
ROBINSON

send GREETINGCS and GOOD WISHES
to members of the British Ring

everywhere

Page

HERBERT J. COLLINGS

(COL LING SO00)

IForty-One

Past President and Official Jester British Ring

President of the Magic Circle

CREETINCS AND ALL GOOD WISHES
TO ALL ATTENDING THE CONVENTION

ANN, ELIZABETH

AND

PETER WARLOCK

look forward to meeting old friends

and making lots of new ones

at SOUTHPORT

THE DEXTERS

(Mollie and Eddie)

Lift their glasses and drink deep
to the happiness of all

their fellow Ringers
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GEORCE SMALLWOOD

WILL BE LOOKING FORWARD TO SEEING ALL HIS
FRIENDS AT THE TOMBOLA STALL

while

DORETHEA WOOLLEY

who is on tour with a show in Germany

SENDS HER BEST WISHES TO ALL HER [.B.M. FRIENDS
AND LOOKS FORWARD TO SEEING YOU NEXT YEAR

158, Holly Lane,
Smethwirck.

THE AMAZING

Frank Baumforth

A.M. INS. BE.
ILLUSIONIST OF DISTINCTION

[llusions galore in my Magical store — but no illusions about

my greetings to you all at Southport,

Please call and see me sometime.

5 and 7 Southgate,

Eckington, Sheffield. Phone Eckington 103

‘YOGY (Theo Speaker)

GIVES SALUTATIONS TO MAGICIANS THE WORLD OVER,
PARTICULARLY TO THOSE WHO ARE UNWELL,
MAY THEY BE SOON FULLY RECOVERED.

* Overbrook, "
7, Glenacre Drive, Phone:
Largs, Ayrshire. Largs 2226

BEST WISHES from

ALASTAIR &
SHIRLEY-ANN

Telephone
LONgford 3196

50 Davyhulme Road East,
Stretford, Manchester.




FEDERATION INTERNATIONALE
DES SOCIETIES MAGIQUES

(International Federation of Magical Societies)

President:
HENK VERMEYDEN

WISH ALL BRITISH RINGERS
AND THEIR GUESTS
A VERY SUCCESSFUL CONVENTION
AT SOUTHPORT

All correspondence —
F-1-S-M, Keizersgracht 484, Amsterdam-C.
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FRATERNAL GREETINGS TO ALL
BRITISH RINGERS
and we hope to see you ‘CLOSE UP’
at SOUTHPORT

Blanche & Francis
HAXTON

" ST. ANTHONY'S,"

NONSUCH WALK,
CHEAM, SURREY.
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From MARIONETTE THEATRE,

THE PIER, SOUTHPORT.
1955

Marelle’s
Marvellous Marionetites

STANLEY and LINDA MARELLE are happy to say hello again to our many
old and new friends after completing our ninth successful season

in sunny Southport.

SUCCESS TO SORCERERS ————

Thanking the P. & A. Department and Pier Staff

for their helpful co-operation.




GLAD
WE
CAN
GET
- TOGETHER
AGAIN

MYSTIC CRAIG

Fashions-in-Magic

U.S.A.
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BEST WISHES TO ALL RINCERS

MADGE E. KWAND

THE MERRY MAGICIENNE

4. Station Road,
Kings Heath, Birmingham 14,

We'll be seeing all our old and new magical friends
at Southport

DENNIS GARDNER and DOROTHY
presenting
MOMENTS OF MAGIC
297 Cavendish Road,
Carlton, Nottingham.

HEARTY CREETINGS TO ALL — from

FRED WALKER

(Past President, British Magical Society)

GREETINGS AND BEST WISHES TO ALL FRIENDS
AT HOME AND ABROAD

FRANK and SOPHIA CROSSWAITE

High Winds,

38 Almsford Avenue,
Leeds Road, Harrogate.



Sincerely Yours..

Jetlery & Catherine
Utkins

BOOKS oLD AND NEW

(ENGLISH and AMERICAN)
FOR ALL CONJURERS

Let me know your wants.

Catalogues issued at regular intervals.

GEORGE JENNESS

Bookseller to the Magical World | 76 Hill Lane‘

47 Inverness Avenue, Enfield, Middlesex Southampton.




THE MAGIC CIRCLE *

THE MAGIC CIRCLE’S

FESTIVAL OF MAGIG

GREETINGS will afford you an opportunity of

continuing the

SEND THEIR WARMEST

MAGICAL * MERRY-GO-ROUND "

TO ALL MAGICIANS *

AND THEIR FRIENDS

- Scala Theatre

3rd to 8th October

CONVEN l ION TICKETS FROM THE SCALA THEATRE BOX OFFICE
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THE KING OF ENTERTAINERS
ENTERTAINER OF

KINGS MURRAY

The most travelled Magical
Show in the world.

WISHES ALL CONVENTIONEERS
A HAPPY TIME

GREETINGS from

THE MAGICAL McKEOWNS
58, Belgrave Road, Slough, Bucks. England

Should you have looked, and cannot find, McKEOWN'S

The kind of Badge yon have in mind, MATERIAL & METAL
See me at Sonthport and take your choice. MOTIFS

Of Magic Badges for Girls and Boyce. Tel. Slough 21443.

SINCERE CREETINGS AND BEST WISHES from

H. M. VAKIL
Editor of "CIGAM"

India’s Only Magical Monthly Magazine

75 Canesh Avenue,
Calcutta 13, India.

GREETINGS from

THE LAND BESIDE THE SEA

FRANK LAND
Scarborough.

GREETINGS TO ALL HOME AND OVERSEAS RINGCERS
AND LADIES

“MASKO " and PARTNER

Mr. & Mrs. John R, Askew,
18 Palmerston Road,
Sparkbrook, Birmingham 11.

JAS. B. GREEN

“Jay Gee"

WISHES ALL MEMBERS AND FRIENDS
A HAPPY CONVENTION

SOYEZ LES BIENVENUS a Southport
All Congres MAGIQUE du BRITISH RING — [.B.M.

MR. E (Mister |)
Dr. E. DUPLOYEN

16 Edmund Street, Telephone:
Birmingham, 3. CENtral 5431

And the Best of Luck
BOFEYS

CHELTENHAM




HOPE EVERYONE HAS A ‘REET GOOD DO’
AT SOUTHPORT

FREDDIE & MARIAN
CARTER

654 BRADFORD ROAD,
HUDDERSFIELD,
YORKSHIRE.

ROLLAND FRASER

Sydney - Australia

SENDS GREETINGS

Happy conjuring and best wishes for the greatest convention
ever, to all the brother magicians.
2,000 miles away but always with you in spirit.

RENOS LYSSIOTIS
Barrister at Law

Courts Square,
Nicosia, Cyprus.

oooooo
oooooooooooooooooooooooo

H. M. VAKIL
wishes
Best Wishes
from India
to all.
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RAM DAS

ND

KIM

I
Bring
Mysteries
from
India

Also Creetings to Magicians and Friends
throughout the World attending
the Southport Convention.

47 BLAKESWARE GCARDENS,
BUSH HILL,

LONDON, N.9, LAB 2483

JACK HUGHES
QUALITY MAGIC

TO SUIT ALL POCKETS

Stage illusions to pocket tricks.
£25 to 2/6d.

* * x

Don’t miss seeing Jack Hughes’

NEW RISING CARDS
"THRO' A ROPE
RE-LITE MATCHES

* * *

Wise magicians keep in touch with the latest

by getting

HUGHES NEWbS

The |. H. Quarterly —— 2/6d. per annum.
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ONE YEAR OLD!

We're wishing ourselves a HAPPY
BIRTHDAY and taking this opportunity of
thanking all our friends for their support
and patronage over the last twelve months.

Space does not permit a list of the many
wonderful exclusives we have been proud
to offer. NEW EFFECTS — AND NEW
METHODS TOO !

We emphatically re-state our policy,
which is to sell the finest magical apparatus
at reasonable and competitive prices. NO

STUNTS — JUST HONEST-TO-COODNESS

VALUE, it is this policy which has helped
to establish us as ""square dealers’ and
purveyors of the latest and best in magic.

Remember, all our magic is soild on
an absolutely unconditional money-back
guarantee. You just CAN'T go wrong
when you buy SUPREME.

Inspect our mammoth range of magic
without obligation.

We shall be delighted to see you and
to demonstrate the latest for you.

The

SUPREME

MAGIC CO.

(Edwin the Magician)

'Phone 861 31

CLIFTON STREET, BIDEFORD, DEVON
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GREETINGS o au

CONVENTIONEERS AND MAGICIANS EVERYWHERE

TELEPHONE 4030 TELEGRAMS 4030

Registered Office:
ROSSENDALE ROAD. Convention H.Q,

Prince of Wales Hotel,

BURNLEY, LANCS. Southport.







